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His patient, persevering and convincing advocacy of the amend-
ments after amendments which he proposed were principally,
nay, almost wholly, instrumental in casting the Bill in an entirely
different shape from that in which it had been originally moulded
by Mr. Naylor. Of this colossal labour, this expenditure of time
and mental energy of a very high order, the public have little or
no knowledge. He had the largest share of all his other colleagues
in modifying each and all of the original sections.
The result of the Select Committee's deliberations was to libe-
ralize the Bill in many important particulars. Several features of it
were still open to objection, and the Corporation took up a strong
position with regard to them. In the course of a fresh representation
it made on the subject, it observed :
The Corporation are anxious that their view of the case should
not be ignored; either they are, or they are not, to be the govern-
ing body of this city. If they are to be the governing body, they
should be entrusted with full powers to carry out what they
believe to be right and best; if they are not to be the governing
body, there is then no apparent necessity for their existence.
This bold statement of the case was worthy of the Corporation of
those days, consisting as it did of representatives of the people noted
for their ability and strength of character, and of a strong and in-
dependent body of Europeans who served the city with singular zeal
and devotion. When the second reading of the Bill was taken up on
7 March 1888, the ground was fought inch by inch, and most of the
modifications which the Select Committee had thrown out were
adopted, Mr. Naylor led off With an utterance indicative of the
conciliatory attitude of himself and his official colleagues. He was
followed by Pherozeshah in a speech which students of municipal
politics might read with profit even at the present day. He traced the
history of the municipal government in the city, in order to show
that the Bill as originally introduced was a retrograde measure and
was calculated to put back the hands of the clock, The Select Com-
mittee had altered it a great deal, but there still remained